Red mudstone contains about twice as much calcium as green mudstone.
Red mudstone is believed to be colored by a pervasive paint of anhydrous ferric oxides, whereas green mudstone merely reflects the inherent color of the clay minerals. In addition to being lean in magnesium, the Redwall contains relatively little silicon, aluminum, iron, sodium, potassium, titanium, zirconium, barium, boron, scandium, cobalt, nickel, gallium, yttrium, and ytterbium.
Concentrations of manganese, vanadium, and chromium appear to be quite consistent in carbonate rocks of Precambrian and Paleozoic ages.
